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New York 17, New York 

Dear Hrs. Laker :  

I sdant t o  thank you f o r  t he  woriderfvl luncheon l a s t  week and 
the  opportunity of discussing many points of mutual i n t e re s t  i n  con- 
nection i i i t h  the  cancer program. 
of ti-~e I n s t i t u t e ,  t o  get t h e  viewpoint and stimulation of persons who 
have a po found  i n t e r e s t  i n  and a genuine understanding of our xoblems. 

It always helps me, as it does others 

I mi seriding herewith a copy of t h e  book on VD which I promised. 
You may f ind  it useful  i n  acquiring a b e t t e r  understanding of t h e  control  
approaches t o  VD and possible appl icat ion t o  the  newer programs of can- 
cer and heart .  

I have searched d i l i gen t ly  t o  f i n a  some author i ta t ive  information 
coricerning the  number of cancer research beds i n  t h e  country. 
consternation I am unable t o  g e t  any real information except a general 
impression t h a t  beds used f o r  cancer research number between 100 and 150. 
This represents a check with a number of organizations and persons who 
rilipht be i n  a posi t ion t o  have judgement i n  t h i s  regard. 

i o  my \ 
t 

After a discussion with D r .  Farber of Boston I learned t h a t  a 
number of men are dorking on the  an t i - fo l l i c  acid compounds: D r .  Faber 
of Stanford, Dr. Poncher of I l l i n o i s ,  D r .  Kracke of Alabama, D r .  Iieindley 
a t  idestern Reserve and Cleveland, D r .  Danashek at Boston, D r .  Guesst of  
Cincinnati  and D r .  Hall a t  t he  b y 0  Clinic.  
well those of D r .  Farber and i n  many instances t h e  number and length of 
remissions exceed h i s  series. 
we a r e  tremendously in te res ted  i n  fu r the r  exploration i n  the  f i e ld .  If 
longer and longer remissions can be achieved i n  some of these leukemias, 
not only i s  the  pat ient  more comfortable*arld hopeful but it allows more 
time f o r  ?ossibl.e advances i n  chemotherapy alon,q other  l i n e s .  
1 f e e l  encouraged abovt t h i s  matter. 

'Their r e s u l t s  pa ra l l e l  f a i r l y  
: '  ' 

T h i s  approach looks awfully gaod t o  me and +,- *. 

Defini te ly  



Enclosed i s  the  latest  f a c t  sheet from the  VD Division ghich’  
w i l l  give you, I believe, the information you des i r e  concerning in- 
cidence and prevalence of syph i l i s  and gonorrhea. 1 am sending you‘  
a l so  ihe mater ia l  which begins t o  approach somewhat t he  report  idea 
which we discussed during our l i t t l e  conference. Doubtless you have, 
seen t h i s  nmphlet  but it i s  t h e  so r t  of thing which can be improved 
and ?ut out a t  some periodic in te rva l .  Certainly I agree as t o  the  
desirab5l i ty  of a f a i r l y  coniprehensive report  on what i s  being done 
a t  t h e  Pfat5onal Cancer I n s t i t u t e .  

> < % .  

There seems t o  be no s t a r t l i n g l y  new infomat ion  concerning 
hormonal treatnient. 
d t h  D r .  Roy Hertz, who i s  our author i ty  i n  this f i e l d  here a t  the  
I n s t j t u t e .  
: i i th  him somewhat a t  length so t h a t  I may be i n  a b e t t e r  posi t ion t o  
Five you the l a t e s t  leads,  i f  any, ;hen 7 have the  opportitnity of 
cha t t ing  with you again. 

I have not had t h e  opportunity of  discussing this 

I sha l l ,  however, make a point t o  discuss this approach 

I hope you vi11 f j n d  it possible t o  ge t  back to  Bethesda and 
mend some time h e r s  i n  our o f f i c e  and j n  t he  laborator ies .  \\re al+rays 
we!.come viewpoints and comments. 

Yith nersonal regards, 

S inc e re ly,  / 

J. 2. Heller, M.D. 
Director 
National Cancer I n s t i t u t e  


